
  
 

 
 

November 8, 2019 
 
Dear Chairman,   
 
Thank you for all the work you do to help Democrats get elected to public office.  You are 
fighting the good fight every single day and our entire community owes volunteers like you a 
debt of gratitude.   
 
For the last 14 years, I have fought to expand access to education and health care and create 
opportunities for struggling families.  I’m not a politician but I am passionate about policy and 
outcomes that empower people.  A recent meeting with Stacey Abrams inspired me to pursue 
public service as a means to achieve those outcomes.   
 
I am planning to announce my candidacy for Congress in New York’s 27th Congressional District 
on Tuesday and respectfully request your consideration for an endorsement of my campaign.  
We can WIN this seat.   
 
My grandparents were sharecroppers in rural Texas and my father was a carpenter who 
became a pastor when we moved to the Buffalo area.  I learned early on to work with my hands 
and helped build our family home on the East Side of Buffalo.  
 
To me, education became the equalizer.  It opened doors for me and I chose to pursue a path in 
advocacy and policy to open doors for more people.   
 
My work in education advocacy includes serving as the Director of Education for the United 
Way of Buffalo & Erie County, chairing the Erie-Niagara Birth to 8 Coalition, and taking a 
leadership role in the U.S. Department of Education’s Promise Neighborhood Conference.  I also 
run a small policy evaluation firm where I work on education and health care projects for 
government and nonprofit organizations.  Attached along with this letter is a biography and a 
copy of my resume.   
 
Having watched the mess in Washington and seen firsthand how that’s impacted the work I’m 
doing in education and health care, I’ve decided to step up and run for Congress to take back 
what belongs to the people.   
 
I plan to run on creating economic opportunity for our region through investments in 
education, including skilled-trade training, expanding access to affordable health care and 
reducing medical debt by making Medicare available to everyone, and helping the middle class 
get ahead by reducing the wealth gap.  My campaign will be powered by people.   
 



Without Chris Collins on the ballot, this will be a tough race but I believe my candidacy presents 
a unique opportunity for Democrats to win this district.  I have a strong personal story to tell, a 
connection to and knowledge about key issues for swing voters, and a demonstrable record of 
bringing people together to get things done.   
 
I speak to voters in all corners of this district and move them.  I’m a wife and working mother of 
five, raised by a pastor father and mother who ran a daycare, who learned to shoot a 12-gauge 
shotgun before she was a teenager.  
 
I’m building a strong campaign in collaboration with EMILY’s List, DCCC and hiring campaign 
professionals who have flipped similar districts before.  And I’m already raising money to fund a 
competitive campaign that will be able to communicate a winning message.   
 
It would be an honor to carry the flag for Democrats in this special election for NY-27.  I humbly 
ask for your support to be our candidate.   
 
I am available to speak or meet this weekend.  You can reach me at 716-868-5970.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Melodie Baker 
 
 
 
  
 


