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June 9, 2020 

 

Hon. David Rivera, Majority Leader 

Buffalo Common Council 

65 Niagara Square, Room 1504 

Buffalo, NY 14202 

 

Dear Majority Leader Rivera: 
 
In light of recent events, I am respectfully requesting that you, as Chair of the Buffalo 
Common Council’s Police Oversight Committee, call an emergency meeting requiring the 
Commissioner, Deputy Commissioners, and all other members of leadership within the 
Buffalo Police Department be present (either in person or via Zoom).  
 
For the past 10 days, protests have occurred throughout the city of Buffalo in response to 
the horrific death of George Floyd, an African American man, at the hands of a Caucasian 
Minneapolis police officer. While we have fortunately seen several days of peaceful 
protests, we also experienced multiple tumultuous nights that resulted in fires, looting, and 
serious injuries – including a Buffalo Police officer and two NYS Troopers being run over by 
a SUV, leaving one trooper with serious injuries. Most recently, two members of the BPD 
Emergency Response Team (ERT) were suspended and charged after video emerged of 
them pushing a protester to the ground.  
 
As the days go on, I find myself with more questions than answers. We have heard the 
public rallying cries of the need for police reform, yet we seem to only be given a vague 
understanding of the command structure and leadership makeup of the Buffalo Police 
Department.  Among the many questions Commissioner Lockwood needs to answer are: 
 

• Who makes the determination to have units, such as ERT or SWAT, clear an area? 
• Does someone within the ERT act as a commander? Do they give orders? 
• What tactics are ERT members, and the department as a whole, trained to use 

during crowd control? What is the purpose of these tactics? Are they considered 
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best practices? Who developed them? 
• In situations such as Saturday, May 30th and Monday, June 1st, when protesting turns 

to violence, who within the BPD is commanding the situation? Who determines how 
many officers are called in and where they are dispatched to? Who determines when 
tactics such as teargas or pepper bullets are used? What is the communication 
structure to ensure that from the top down, everyone knows exactly what they are 
supposed to be doing? 

• The Internal Affairs Division investigates complaints against rank and file members 
of the Buffalo Police Department – who oversees management? 

• Mistakes have been made in the past 10 days, what protocols are in place to prevent 
them from happening again in the future? 

 
I believe a lack of leadership within the Buffalo Police Department led to many of the issues 
that have occurred in the past week and a half. As elected members of the Buffalo Common 
Council, we must demand answers.  
 
I look forward to working with you to schedule this meeting as quickly as possible.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Christopher P. Scanlon 
President Pro-Tempore 
 

 

cc: Mayor Byron Brown 

      Council President Darius G. Pridgen 

      Delaware District Councilmember Joel Feroleto  

      Lovejoy District Councilmember Bryan Bollman 

      Fillmore District Councilmember Mitch Nowakowski   

      North District Councilmember Joseph Golombek, Jr.  

      Masten District Councilmember Ulysees O. Wingo, Sr. 

      University District Councilmember Rasheed Wyatt 

      Buffalo Police Commissioner Byron Lockwood 

      Buffalo Police Deputy Commissioner Barbara Lark 

      Buffalo Police Deputy Commissioner Joseph Gramaglia 

      Buffalo Police Captain Jeff Rinaldo  
 

 

 

 


