
Resolution:  Reopening of School 

January 20, 2021 

Submitted by: Dr. Kriner Cash 

WHEREAS, as a result of the significant public health and safety threat caused by the Covid-19 

Pandemic, Superintendent Dr. Kriner Cash (“Superintendent”) recommended, and the Buffalo 

Board of Education “(Board”) approved, the virtual instruction of all of the students of the Buffalo 

City School District (“District”) to commence the 2020-2021 school year; and  

WHEREAS, to date, the District has continued to provide instruction to all students virtually 

throughout the 2020-2021 school year because the Covid-19 virus has continued to impact the 

health and safety of people globally, nationally, and locally; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of this decision, the Covid-19 infection rate of students and staff of the 

District is the lowest in the region; and 

WHEREAS, at the Board meeting on December 16, 2020, the Superintendent informed the Board 

and District that staff will continue to plan and prepare to bring certain school-based high needs 

student populations, and Pre-K through second grade students, and seniors back to physical 

school locations effective February 1, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, under the direction of the Superintendent, the District is continuously working to plan 

and prepare for the return of these students in a manner that is as safe and practicable as possible 

in the context of the Covid-19 virus that continues to impact the region; and  

WHEREAS, the Superintendent and staff presented a thorough and detailed description of the 

plan at the Board work session on January 13, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, Dr. Dennis Kuo, BPS Medical Director, Division Chief of General Pediatrics, and Interim 

Division Chief of Developmental Pediatrics & Rehabilitation at UBMD Pediatrics and the 

University at Buffalo has given assurances to the District based on science and local Covid-19 data 

trends that it is generally safe to reintroduce students and staff back into the physical school 

environment; and  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Superintendent to execute that plan 

by returning the aforementioned student populations to physical school buildings effective 

February 1, 2021; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Superintendent to return additional 

student populations to physical school locations to the extent he, in conjunction with medical 

professionals, and staff, determine it is safe and operationally possible to do so; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Superintendent, at any time, to close 

either one, multiple, or all schools and return the students and staff at those school(s) to virtual 

instruction if he, in consultation with medical professionals and officials, determine it to be in the 

best interests of the safety and well-being of students and staff to do so.   


