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Colored Musicians Club: Rehabilitation and Addition 
 
 
The Colored Musicians Club, located at 145 Broadway, Buffalo, New York is a National Register listed 
property (listed 8/28/2018). The proposed project includes restoring the second floor of the club, 
restoring the storefront, and adding an addition to the south.  The addition includes an elevator, which 
provides accessibility to the second floor. The project is utilizing Empire State Development funding as 
part of the redevelopment. Because of this, the project comes under SHPO (Section 14.09 Section 106) 
review.  The methods and materials used in the work described below will be consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and relevant technical and preservation briefs. 
 
Project Description: 
 
The Colored Musicians Club, constructed in 1910, is located on a parcel at the corner of Michigan Avenue 
and Broadway Street. The period of significance begins in 1934 and ends in 1969.1 The primary elevation, 
faces north, toward Broadway Street. A parking lot is located to the east and south on the parcel. The 
property line runs along the building to the west, adjacent to a parking lot. The north elevation consists 
of a storefront at the first floor, with an entrance to the east accessing wood stairs leading to the 
performance hall on the second floor. An entrance, centrally located, accesses the first floor museum 
space. The storefront was altered with replacement windows, new bulkhead, and a board covering the 
transom by 1980, as illustrated by the inventory form photo. The second story features four paired 
aluminum replacement sash with infilled bulkhead and transom.  The inventory form photo and a 2011 
“Google street view” image show four paired wood casement windows, with transom and bulkhead at 
the second floor, indicating that the windows were replaced after 2011.  The board covering the transom 
windows visible in the inventory form has been replaced with a mural.  The elevations to the east, west, 
and south feature non-historic one-over-one aluminum sash windows. The fenestration is minimal and 
functionally located. Buildings were historically located on the adjacent parcels. 
 
The interior remains a high level of integrity.  The first floor currently functions as a museum.  No work 
is proposed at the first floor in this project except sprinklering. The second floor is accessed via a set of 
wood stairs to the east, which lead to a door and the performance, “club” space. A lift runs along the 
west side of the stair to provide access to the second floor. The stairs and door are significant as they 
embody the historic entrance sequence where one would have had to knock on the door to gain entrance 
into the club. The second floor space is open with a stage area to the north and bar to the south. Offices, 
created by non-historic partition walls, are located to the north. Acoustical tiles are located on the ceiling. 
Non-historic tiles are located on the floor. The proposed scope retains the open space and updates the 
stage area. The bar area will be retained and light-duty food preparation equipment installed. A unisex 
toilet and pantry will be located to the south.  
 
The second floor is not handicap accessible, except by the chair lift at the existing wood stair. The 
proposed addition to the south adds a secondary means of egress and an elevator.  This addition is 
attached via a second story hyphen located to the west on the south elevation. The addition also provides 
a green room, meeting rooms, and offices. 
 
 
The proposed rehabilitation project will not be utilizing historic rehabilitation tax credits.   
 

                                                        
1 The NYS Cultural Information System (CRIS) notes the period of significance. 

https://www.kta-preservation.com/


 
https://www.kta-preservation.com/ 

 

Proposed Scope 
 
Rehabilitation 
 

• The existing building will retain its current function as a museum on the first floor and 
performance space on the second. An addition to the south will include an elevator, stair, green 
room, offices, and meeting spaces. 
 

• The non-historic windows on the second floor, north elevation will be removed taking care not 
to damage stone sill and adjacent historic brick. Four, new paired aluminum clad wood casement 
windows, transoms, mullions, and bulkhead will be installed to match the appearance of the 
windows as documented on the inventory form and 2011 Google street view image.  
 

• The methods and materials used in the plaster restoration will be consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards and with Preservation Brief 21 Repairing Historic Flat Plaster Walls 
and Ceilings. Repair and patch plaster cracks and hollows as required to match adjacent existing 
historic. Paint finish. Deteriorated and damaged plaster will be removed. New plaster will be 
installed to match existing adjacent plaster walls in kind. 
 

• The masonry scope will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and with 
Preservation Brief 1 Assessing Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry 
Buildings; Preservation Brief 2 Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Brick Buildings, and 
Preservation Brief 6 Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings 
 

o In locations where the masonry is cleaned, the brick will be water washed with non-ionic 
detergents at psi starting at 100 psi and not exceeding 200 psi and using soft-bristle, 
natural fiber bristle brushes taking care to remove bird excrement, which will cause 
discoloration if it comes into contact with cleaning solution.  The surfaces will not be over 
cleaned.  A small test area will be cleaned to determine effectiveness of methods and 
materials, and to ensure that they will not damage the brick or stone before cleaning 
larger areas. 

o In locations where pointing is to occur the deteriorated and punky mortar will be 
removed with hand tools to two times the width of the joint of more as required. The 
original mortar properties will be matched when repointing. New mortar will match 
existing historic in kind (composition, strength and color). Layer new mortar and tool to 
match original joint profile. 

o In locations where new openings are made, or existing window openings enlarged in the 
brick walls to accommodate new door openings care will be taken not to damage 
adjacent historic fabric.  
 The openings in the masonry will be cut using hand tools taking care not to 

damage adjacent historic fabric. Tooth in brick at openings.  The original mortar 
properties will be matched when repointing as described above.  

 
• The second floor plan will be essentially maintained.  

 
o The historic wood stair at the northeast corner will be retained. Is has dirty carpet now, 

should we remove?  
o The partition walls forming the non-historic offices to the north on the second floor will 

be removed and the space will become part of the performance hall. 
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o A new bathroom will be installed where one is currently located at the southwest corner. 
This will be pantry now 

o A new pantry area will be located at the existing storage room in the southeast corner. 
This will be the toilet now. We will recreate the “hatch” door as the current is unsafe. 
 The historic prohibition “hatch” stairs at this location will remain, but will not be 

functional. 
o The non-historic vinyl tile will be removed and the wood floors restored.  If the floors are 

severely deteriorated new engineered hardwood floors will be installed. 
o The plaster walls are generally in good condition. Damaged or deteriorated walls will be 

repaired throughout as described above. 2nd floor has cheap wood paneling that the 
owners do not want to retain. New walls will be drywall. 

o The bar area will be retained and light-duty food preparation equipment installed. No 
food prep at bar. We need to create a larger catering (warming) kitchen with large fridge 
and counter 

o The dropped acoustical tile ceiling will be removed and the plaster ceilings repaired as 
described above.  
 

• New mechanicals, electrical and plumbing will be installed throughout.  
o Mechanical ductwork will be exposed. 
o Sprinkler lines will be exposed. 
o Acoustical requirements of the performance space will be accommodated with various 

suspended sound clouds as opposed to a continuous suspended ceiling. 
o RTUs are currently located on the roof. New MEP equipment will be centrally located on 

the roof. 
 

• New openings. The window centrally located on the second floor of the south elevation will be 
removed and the opening enlarged to accommodate a new opening as described above taking 
care not to damage adjacent brick masonry.  The opening will connect to a hyphen and the new 
addition. 
 
New Addition 

 
• The program of the new addition to the south facilitates accessibility requirements (elevator) 

and a secondary means of egress (stair). It also functions to provide additional support space 
including a green room, classrooms, meeting rooms, and offices. 
 

• The new addition to the south minimally touches the historic building at the second floor glazed 
connecting hyphen and reads as a distinct building.  
 

• The new addition presents an independent elevation facing Michigan Avenue at a slight angle.  
The corner dematerializes on the second floor to provide views of the historic Michigan Avenue 
Heritage Corridor.  

 
• The small “alley” created between the historic building and new construction references the 

“alley-like” condition historically associated with jazz clubs, where the entrance was often 
located in a back alley off a main street. This also references the existing historic stair with a door 
at the top where one had to knock to gain access to the club. 
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o A roof access ladder will be located to the west on the south elevation of the historic 
building. The location of this ladder in the “alley” is consistent with the “back alley” 
historic reference. 

o A catwalk, connecting the historic roof with the addition roof will be located above the 
hyphen. This is also consistent with the back alley reference.  

• The new addition will be clad in a subtle polychromatic brick with grey, black, and white tones. 

 
Sanborn Map (DATE) showing buildings on adjacent lots. 
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NOT SURE I WANT TO INCLUDE THIS IMAGE.  THE DOOR DOES NOT MAKE SENSE RELATIVE TO HISTORIC 
(INVENTORY FORM) IMAGE  it may confuse the museum entrance condition – I would not use it. 
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View ca. 1980 from Inventory form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kta-preservation.com/


 
https://www.kta-preservation.com/ 

 

 

 
Google image September 2011. 
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Google image September 2017 
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