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STATEMENT FROM THE HOPEWELL CENTER REGARDING PLANNED PROTEST  
OVER LOCATION AT THE CLEVE-HILL PLAZA 

 
BUFFALO, NY – “The Hopewell Center has conducted extensive planning and due diligence to 
develop a state-of-the-art opioid use disorder treatment facility in Buffalo. The goal of the 
Hopewell Center is to increase access to care for those suffering from opioid use disorder 
disease and provide a welcoming environment for our patients to receive treatment.  
 
“The location search planning process involved balancing several factors, including convenient 
access to public and private transportation, the ability to attract top medical professionals and 
clinicians to staff the clinic, square footage to provide comprehensive programming, ample 
parking for patients and staff, and a location that allowed for medical use – all of which are 
criteria met at the Cleve-Hill Plaza. 
 
“We realize that there are negative perceptions and stigmas associated with treatment facilities 
and the disease itself.  For the past several months, the Hopewell Center has attempted to 
engage with local leadership and community stakeholders to accurately inform area residents 
about the clinic and its operations. We have also worked to correct misinformation that has 
spread in the community. 
 
“Just as individuals have the right to protest, so do individuals have the right to receive 
professional medical treatment for opioid use disorder disease in a safe and private 
environment. We are confident that the Hopewell Center will be an asset to the Cleve-Hill 
Plaza, the surrounding neighborhood, and most importantly will save lives. 
 
“The opioid epidemic continues to have a devastating impact on all communities and all walks 
of life with record breaking overdoses this past year. In 2021, there were 280 opioid related 
deaths in Erie County – 156 of those lives lost came from the City of Buffalo, with the largest 
increase in deaths among African Americans and Native Americans over the last four years.  
 
“The Hopewell Center will be open to ALL seeking treatment for opioid use disorder disease 
throughout the city of Buffalo and beyond. We look forward to continuing our efforts to work in 
collaboration with community leaders and area residents to help improve the  
Cleve-Hill Plaza, support the neighborhood, and provide much needed access to treatment as 
our broader community continues to struggle with the increasing opioid epidemic.” 
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